
BY-LAWS 

 

OF THE 

 

ALA KAHAKAI TRAIL ASSOCIATION 

 

JUNE 11, 2009 

 

 

ARTICLE I 

 

Organization Name 

 

The name of the organization shall be the Ala Kahakai Trail Association, hereafter referred to as 

the ATA.  

 

 

ARTICLE II 

 

Office of the Organization 

 

The central office of the ATA shall be located in Kailua-Kona, County of Hawai`i, State of 

Hawai`i. The mailing address of the initial principle office shall be P.O. Box 2338, Kamuela, 

Hawai`i 96743 and the physical address of the registered office of the Corporation shall be 73-

4786 Kanalani Street, Kailua-Kona, Hawai`i, 96740. 

 

 

ARTICLE III 

 

Objectives and Purpose 

 

Section 1: The purpose of this ATA shall be: 

 

(a) To operate exclusively for charitable literary, educational and scientific purposes, 

within the meaning of Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, including for 

such purposes, the making of distributions to organizations that qualify as tax-exempt 

organizations under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (or any 

future corresponding provisions): 

 

(b) To define, authenticate, and revitalize the Ala Kahakai National Historic Trail and all 

it encompasses through the engagement of the native Hawaiian community, the 

community-at-large, public and private landowners, government and community 

agencies and other stakeholders; 

 

 

(c) To promote community engagement in education, health, environmental, stewardship,  



cultural conservation, historic preservation and sustainable trail management practices 

and use; 

 

(d) To facilitate partnerships and collaborations with amongst all stakeholders for the 

promotion of appropriate trail management, use, research and interpretation; 

 

(e) To build and maintain community skills, knowledge attitudes, leadership and financial 

capacity to be active participants and beneficiaries of effective trail and shoreline 

management and related activities; 

 

(f) To acquire, lease, license, or otherwise undertake the management of lands, facilities, 

and/or environmental resources related to or associated with the Ala Kahakai National 

Historic Trail system and to acquire or grant easements with respect to such lands for 

the purposes of managing said lands and resources according to ahupua`a-based 

management systems including integrated, cooperative, mixed-use management plans  

for environmental preservation and restoration and preservation and perpetuation of 

cultural uses and activities including appropriate economic uses, to support these uses, 

and other uses; 

 

(g) To promote scientific research and public and private education with respect to 

Hawaiian ecosystems, cultural uses of and activities relating to lands and resources, 

traditional ahupua`a-based management of lands and resources, and balancing 

scientific, cultural restoration and economic uses of land; and 

 

To, at its option, operate, i.e. take action as set forth in this Section 

 

ARTICLE IV 

 

Restrictive Activities 

 

Section 1. ATA is a nonprofit corporation and shall not authorize or issue any shares of 

stock.  No dividend shall be paid and no part of the income or profit of ATA shall be distributed 

to the directors or officers of ATA.  No loans shall be made by ATA to its directors or officers.  

ATA may, however, pay compensation in a reasonable amount to its directors or officers for 

services rendered or for reimbursement of expenses incurred fulfilling the purposes mentioned in 

Article III Section 1 (a-h).  Except as permitted by this Section, no part of the assets or earnings 

of ATA shall inure to the benefit of any individual.  ATA shall not participate in or intervene 

(including publication or distribution of statements) in any political campaign on behalf of any 

candidate for public office.  Notwithstanding any other provision of ATA’s articles of 

incorporation , ATA shall not carry on any activities not permitted (1) by a corporation exempt 

from Federal Income Tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (or 

corresponding provision of any future United States internal revenue law); or (2) by a 

corporation, contributions to which are deductible under Section 170(c)(2) of the Internal 

Revenue Code of 1986  (or corresponding provision of any future United States internal revenue 

law); 

 



ARTICLE V 

 

Membership 

 

ATA shall have no members. 

 

 

ARTICLE VI 

 

Officers and Executive Committee 

 

Section 1: Officers.  The officers of ATA shall be a President, Vice-President, Secretary 

and Treasurer.  All officers shall be elected bi-annually by and from among the Board of Directors 

as soon as practicable after October 1. The officers shall hold office for two (2) fiscal years or until 

their successors are duly elected. 

 

Section 2: Executive Committee.  The Board of Directors may appoint an Executive 

Committee to consist of as many persons from the Board of Directors as the Board shall determine 

and to include the above officers.  The Executive Committee shall meet as necessary to consider 

issues that may arise.  Each member shall be entitled to one (1) vote.  The executive Committee 

shall have all the powers and duties of the Board of Directors, while the Board is not in session, 

except as expressly limited by a resolution of the Board. 

 

 

ARTICLE VII 

 

Board of Directors 

 

Section 1. Composition of the Board.  The Board of Directors shall consist of persons with 

geographical ties to portions of the Ala Kahakai National Historic Trail, community members and 

a non-voting member from the National Park Service on the island of Hawai`i. Directors who were 

on the Board in 2011 shall be referred to as “Charter Members” of the organization. The minimum 

number of members shall be 3 and the maximum 15 or a larger number as voted on by the majority 

of the Board of Directors as deemed necessary to fulfill the purposes of ATA as described in 

Article III Section 1 (a-h).   

 

Section 2. Duties of the Board.  The Board of Directors shall carry out the objectives and 

purposes of ATA according to the Articles of Incorporation and the By-laws and shall have general 

charge of all affairs of ATA and the control and management of all property and affairs of ATA. 

 

Section 3. Powers of the Board. The Board of Directors shall have power to make, alter, amend 

and enforce rules not inconsistent with these By-laws, regulating from time to time the affairs 

and conduct of ATA, giving effect to all the rules of its committees as shall meet with the 

approval of the Board; and decide questions and matters not specifically provided for in these 

By-laws. 

  



ARTICLE VIII 

 

Election of Directors 

 

 

 Section 1. Charter members.  Charter Members of the Board of Directors shall not have a 

limited term of service.  Vacancies resulting from resignation or expulsion shall be subject to the 

following sections. 

 

 Section 2. Term of service.  The term of service for Directors other than Charter Members 

shall be for three (3) years.  A director may serve for not more than two (2) consecutive terms or 

a total of six (6) years consecutively. Following two (2) consecutive terms, a Director must take a 

break for not less than one year before he/she is eligible for another term. 

 

Section 3. Nominations to the Board. Nominations can be made from the Board of 

Directors, community organizations or individuals seeking participation in ATA.  Nominations are 

to be in written form and sent to the ATA office sixty (60) days prior to the next scheduled meeting 

for consideration by the Board of Directors. 

 

Section 4. Vacancies. All vacancies shall be filled by a vote of the majority of the Board 

of Directors present at a scheduled meeting where quorum has been established.  

 

Section 5. Attendance at Board Meetings.  Notification shall be made by the Secretary of 

the Board to all Board of Directors at least 2 weeks prior to the scheduled meeting.  Absences of 

more than the majority of meetings scheduled for any given fiscal year, may be grounds for 

automatic resignation by said director or officer from the Board of Directors. 

 

 

ARTICLE IX 

 

Duties of Officers  

 

Section 1. The President shall preside at the meetings of the Board of Directors.  He or 

she shall at the scheduled meetings of the Board communicate matters pertinent to the purpose of 

the organization and make suggestions as may be needed to promote the prosperity and increase 

efficiency and usefulness of ATA.  He or she shall perform such duties as usually pertain to the 

office of President. 

 

Section 2. The Vice-President shall assist the President, and in the absence or disability of 

the President, shall perform the duties of the President. 

 

Section 3. The Secretary shall perform such duties as usually pertain to the office. 

 

Section 4. The Treasurer shall be in charge of all financial affairs of ATA and shall submit 

a financial statement at its scheduled meetings, or at the request of the Board of Directors. 

 



ARTICLE X 

 

Committees 

 

Section 1. The Board of Directors may, as the occasion requires, appoint or authorize the 

appointment of such standing and other committees.  The Chairperson shall be a member of the 

Board of Directors.  Members of the committee may comprise of other individuals selected by the 

Chairperson. 

 

Section 2. Auditor.  The Board of Directors or the Executive Committee may appoint an 

auditor who, when directed to do so, shall file an audit report at the annual meeting for the previous 

fiscal year. 

 

 

ARTICLE XI 

 

Meetings and Quorum 

 

Section 1. There shall be three (3) kinds of meetings of ATA; Board of Directors, Executive 

Committee and various committee meetings. 

 

(a) The Board of Directors shall hold meetings at least once quarterly.  At all 

meetings of the Board of Directors one-third of the members shall be present to 

constitute a quorum.  A majority vote at such meetings shall decide all questions 

and actions. 

 

(b) The Executive Committee shall meet as necessary.  A majority vote of the total 

membership of this committee shall decide all questions and actions. 

 

(c) Meetings of the various committees shall be called by their respective 

chairpersons as they deem necessary.  A majority of their members of such 

committees shall constitute a quorum, and a majority vote at such meetings shall 

decide all recommendations to the Board of Directors. No decisions or actions 

shall be decided by any committee.   

 

 

ARTICLE XII 

 

Seal and Signatures 

 

Section 1. ATA shall adopt and use a seal on all documents requiring such affixation. 

 

Section 2. Legal Documents. All legal documents authorized by the Board of Directors 

shall be executed under seal by the President or Vice-President and the Secretary or the Treasurer, 

or by such persons authorized by the Board of Directors. 

 



ARTICLE XIII 

 

Amendments of the By-laws 

 

Section 1. These By-laws may be altered, amended or repealed, or new By-laws may be adopted, 

by the affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds (2/3) of the members of the Board of Directors 

present at a regularly scheduled meeting or at a special meeting called for the specific purpose of 

amending the By-laws. 

 

 

These By-laws were duly voted on by the Board of Directors on November 6, 2016. 

 

 

 

____________________________    11/6/2016 

President or Secretary of ATA    Date 

 


